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SUE GODWIN – POST ISH SUBMISSIONS
I have a  which involves the physiology and welfare and maintenance of horses.
I have run a livery yard at  for many years and keep 20-30 horses for a number of owners.

This is my sole source of income and I employ a number of local people.
I note that in the Applicant’s initial socio-economic assessment [APP241] they did not include my livery yard even though it
is located very close to the scheme. No one from the Applicant has ever been to see me or speak to me despite my
having answered their questionnaire which is attached and made clear my concern about the impact on my business.
If there is an increase in traffic on the roads that I use every day with my clients, there is not only an increased risk of an
accident but also some of my clients may decide they no longer wish to ride on busy roads. 
Once a horse is removed the owner may never come back, particularly if the landscape has changed so dramatically. The
long views from horseback over the landscape, and the bridleways will be completely different.
I do not understand how the Applicant has continued to be “confident” that my business and other equine businesses will
not be impacted, particularly in the light of what I said in response to their questionnaire. 
Even the loss of one owner would be very detrimental to my business – 1 horse is 5% of my current income. That will
have a knock on impact on those who supply and service the horses at the yard – feed merchant, farrier etc. 
The Applicant appears to be unwilling to recognise the impact the scheme would have on me and so many others.
At ISH8 I spoke to question the Applicant’s reliance on a so-called 30 metre flight path. In my experience, horses, whether
thoroughbred or other, are extremely sensitive to unusual noises and large vehicles, including those they can’t see. The
idea that they habituate to a reversing lorry or to the sound of pile driving is, in my experience, unlikely and indeed those
noises are likely to increase the risk of horses to be uncomfortable and, where encountered on roads, to take evasive
action increasing the risk of an accident on the road.
Thoroughbreds are particularly flighty and prone to gallop when startled.
I do not understand where that reference to 30 metres comes from and it appears that  does not either.
I also referred at the hearing to mares about to give birth. Where such a mare is uncomfortable in her surroundings she
will not foal down, meaning deliver, which can give rise to significant complications for the mare and the foal. In a
thoroughbred stud this is a major concern. Similarly if mares are anxious they move around the field and the foal cannot
feed or rest properly which also causes issues for the wellbeing of the foal. That is why a peaceful environment is
fundamental to rearing successful racehorses and why owners choose and trust studs which provide this environment.
The Applicant seems to accept there will be noise and disruption but not that it has any impact on horses or the equine
establishments most affected.
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